


New language features include:

�‡�� List and hash  containers that allow you to manage variables consisting of 
 different data types
�‡�� Negative array indices  that allow subscripting from the end of an array
�‡�� !NULL that provides a null variable or empty array, which is useful in array 

concatenation 
�‡�� FOREACH operator that iterates over the elements in an array, list, hash or 
 structure
�‡�� Automatic garbage collection ���I�R�U���V�L�P�S�O�L�À���H�G���P�H�P�R�U�\���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W
�‡�� Operator overloading ���R�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W���P�H�W�K�R�G�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z�V���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���G�H�À���Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U��
 IDL operators and routines such as �3�5�,�1�7���D�Q�G���+�(�/�3

�6�L�P�S�O�L�I�L�H�G�����0�R�U�H���,�Q�W�X�L�W�L�Y�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W
If you are creating ad hoc visualizations or engineering large, widely deployed 
applications, you need a programming environment that is intuitive so you can 
produce professional results as quickly as possible. The new development environment 
in IDL 8.0 is simple to navigate and makes advanced, modern programming tools easy 
�W�R���À���Q�G���D�Q�G���U�H�D�G�L�O�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��

�7�K�H���,�'�/���Z�R�U�N�E�H�Q�F�K���L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H���L�V���Q�R�Z���V�L�P�S�O�L�À���H�G���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�D�P�O�L�Q�H�G�����D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���\�R�X���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H��
�Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���Á���\���R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���U�L�F�K���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À���F���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H��
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�U���W�R���\�R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V�����5�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���\�R�X�U���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�'�/�����������S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V��
the feature-rich development tools you need, allowing you to easily access the 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À���F���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���S�R�Z�H�U���\�R�X�·�Y�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���I�U�R�P���,�'�/��

The updated IDL development environment provides you with:

�‡�� �$���V�L�P�S�O�L�À���H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H with three main views for the editor, project explorer, 
 and integrated console with command line

�‡�� �1�H�Z���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���I�R�U��inserting code templates  in the editor and display of the 
 current working directory  

�‡�� �$��redesigned toolbar  with buttons for the most important �À���O�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W����
 editor, and debug features 

�‡�� The IDL Help System , now a robust, example-based experience that helps 
�� �\�R�X���V�R�O�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�À���F���W�D�V�N�V�������7�K�X�P�E�Q�D�L�O���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V�����W�H�[�W���O�L�Q�N�V�����D�Q�G���D���Y�L�V�X�D�O���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��
�� �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P���D�O�O���P�D�N�H���À���Q�G�L�Q�J���K�H�O�S���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���I�D�V�W���D�Q�G���H�D�V�\

IDL.  The Language for Visualization.

Discover what’s in your data today. Learn more at www.ittvis.com/IDL 
or call your IDL representative at 303-786-9900 .

IDL 8.0 has an intuitive interface that provides easy access 
to the programming tools and buttons you use most.

In the example above, six lines of IDL code are used to 
sharpen an image of fungus, display the before and after 
images, and save the sharpened image to a directory.

The enhanced IDL 8.0 programming language requires 
fewer lines of code than many other programming 
languages, so getting from data to discovery is easier 
and faster than before.  Above, you can see the five 
lines of code used to create a visualization of the 
Sinc Function.
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The enhanced IDL 8.0 language introduces many improvements to help you get 
from data to discovery with your complex data easier and faster than before. 
�1�H�Z���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�L�Q�J���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�D�W�D���W�\�S�H�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V����
and a simplified syntax, make it easier to code your programs and applications 
while requiring even fewer lines of code. In addition, IDL 8.0 is fully compatible with 
code written in previous releases, so you don’t need to recreate your programs 
or visualizations.


